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PREFACE. .

ERHARMARKUTAM is & rare and hitherto
@ unpublished work discovered for the first
fime from among the treasures of literature thatlie
huddled up quite unknown in the vaults of the
once famous Tanjore Palace Library. The work
is unique in that it consists of six dissertations in
easy flowing Sanskrit style on the six kandas
of the world-renowned °Ramayana® of Sage
Valmi.. These lectures prove, as will be obsery-
ed, in & most convineing manner that the great
Valmiki wrote the Epic more to illustra.bq in
practical life the precepts of the several Dharma-
sastras than to depict the life-history of 8ri Rama.
All the great Sages such as Vasishta, Gautama,
Manu, Yéignyavalkya and others have written
Smritis to regula‘e the daily life of the Aryas.
Probably Valmiki also wanted to follow in the wake
of these eminent men and compose a Dharma-
sastra but he seems to have thought it better, as
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pointed out in this Dharmakutam, to wrike out the
life of one who has regularly observed the tenets of
the Sroritis instead of recording in the usual stereo-
typed way the bard and fast rules themselves.
He has thus made his work not only very enter-
taining but has also shown by concrete example
the practical applicability of the Dharmasastras.
It is in this light that Dharmakutam takes up the
study of Ramayana, The object of these disser-
tations is to convince the readers that the
Ramayaﬁs is chiefly intended to inculcate a right
conception of one's Dharma. Each incident
therein depicted, each portrayal of character is
chiefly intended to expound some one or other of
the several aspects of Dharma. The lectures are
all in very simple style, easily understandable by
all, full of excerpts from the various Dharmagastras
in justification of the intrepretations given of the
Ramayana. This kind of intrepreting the Rama-
yana, not as a mere epiec detailing the story of
Ramsg, but as an allegory teaching morals and duty,
was & desidetal;um up to now. Further, this
intrepretation appears to be the eorreet and proper
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one to make of the Ramayana for the following
among other reasons.

1.

2.

3.

In the very beginning when the sage Valmiki
questions Narada as & =R ete., he
desires to know of the great personage
wbo has fully understood the Dharms and
in the reply Narada speaks of Rama as
TuAT @E WHE one who has well
observed his Dharma.

In the Aranyakanda even Mireechi the
hater of Dharma speaks of Rama as TIT f~
ﬂgqm-ﬁ: Dharma incarnate.

In the Yuddhakanda the great Suka says
Ifer oy wal 47 ¥ Aifqaqa.  He who
does not transgress Dharma and in whom
Dharma does not waver.

4. Narada speaks of Rama as FIgawd ¥ -

SIS & 9% fadrafd one who directs the
four castes to remain in their respective
Dharma.
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- In the Ayodhyakanda Ra:mu. ‘spea.ks ofl
himself a5 RI¥ ARG %99 THARY-
aq know me as one who like the Rishis
live on Dharma alone.

. Lakshmans in the course of his vow says
qHTA1 GET T Aty 1 diey -
figg: Tt 9 gt 1 It Rama is
really Dharms inearnate etc., let this arrow
kill the son of Ravana.

. In the Yuddhakanda Brabhma addresses
Rama as SNEMi & GU 97: you are the
supreme Dharma of the people.

In the Bhagavadgita the Lord Sri Krishna
gays that all the inearnations of Vishnu
are made only for the purpose of firmly
establishing Dharma which might have
lallenlow. R a1 & wiwr seRRiEf

I | IR T FAE, 0
sierom &gt e T THAY | HE-
wm#rirfqészﬁgﬁg%rn
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Thus it will be observed that Ramayana is
rightly understood only when Rama is studied as
one who knows Dharma fully well, who has
followed Dharmsa correctly and who is himself
Dharms incarnate.

It may be asked why Rama of all people
was chosen as the Ideal man when there were far
superior beings such as Vagishta, Visvamitra and
others. Dharmakutam supplies the answer
These superior personages bave, on occa.sions',
transgressed the Dharmic laws but by means
of their extraordinary Tapasic powers they have
subsequently set themselves right. Ramsa way
the only person who was throughout his life
rigorously observant of Dharma in every act
of his—so much so that Bhattacharya has stated
that whatever Rama did was Dbarma. Hence
Valmiki took him as his hero. Even the appa.
rently wrong acts of Rama are on scrutiny
found to be quite justified in the light of the
Smoritis. In the Balakanda we have one such
instance in the slaying of the Demoness Tadska
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. o kill & woman is as everybody knows, con-
gidered @ sin. The Dhbarmakufam adduces very
sound and convincing arguments to show that
Rama considered every side of the question before
committing the deed and that he was perfectly
within the Dharmic laws in killing that vile
wretch Tadaka, As space forbids a detailed
statement of this interesting discussion, the
readers are referred to pages 137—134 of this
remarkable volume. Another very interesting
portion to which we wish to refer our readers is
the discnssion of the form of Rama's marriage.
At first sight Rama’s marriage does not appear
to come under any of the recognised eight forms
of orthodox marriage. But as a matter of fact
itis the Prajapatys form of marriage asis clear
from o perusal of pages 309—318 of this
precious volume. Thus the Dharmakutam should
be read in full to be appreciated at its true worth
and we think we have shown enough to convince
the readers that its study wounld be both
useftl and enlightening. It throws the Ramayana
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in the limelight of the Smritis and thersby makes
its intringic merit shine in all splendour.

The author of this wunique work is one
Tryambakariya Makhi who, while he was young,
wag brought up by king Ekkoji (1676—1684 A. D.)
of the Bhosala Dynasty of Tanjore. King
Ekkoji had as his minister one (angidharsdhvari
the son of Babiji Yajva of the Bharadvaja family.
‘This Gangidharddhvari had two sons viz., Nri-
gimbaraya Makhi who was also 2 minister at the
-court of King Ekkoji and the author of Tripura-
vijayachampu and Tryambakariyamakhi the
author of this work. When King Bkkoji bequea-
thed his kingdom to his eldest son Shabji in the
year 1684 A. D. he appointed this Tryambakarsya-
makhi as his son's minister after properly training
him for the post. And when Shahji was succeeded
by his next brother Sharfoji in the year 1711 A. D,
‘Tryambakardyamakhi continued as his minister
also. Our author appears to have made Swami-
malai—a holy spot on the banks of the Cauvery,
four miles from Kumbakonam,—his place of abode.
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He sooms to bave performed on a grand sealer
with the help of his king Shahji, a yagnya in the
yoac 1698 as is evidenced by the “ Achira
Navaneeta” of Anandarays Makhi aliss Appa
Dikshita, the son of our author’s brother Nrisimha-
réya Makhi and by the “ Raghvabhyudaya” Nataka
of Bhagavantaraya. Thus it will be seen that our
anthor comes of a highly respectable family whose-
members were almost all of them great Vidvans
snd ministers at the Court of the Bhosala Kings
of Tanjore. The manuscript also of this book
was found in the Tanjore Palace Library ouly as
stated before and its existence was first brought
to our notice by our estesmed colleague Pandit
S. Subrahmanya Sastry of Tanjore. When we
perused the manuseript we found that the author
had performed his task in a marvellously lucid
manner and that the work deserved immediate
publicity. We are very much indebted to Pandit
8. Subrahmanya Sastri who with his usual
enthusiassm towards the cause of Sanskrit
literature in general and towards the publications
of the Sri Vani Vilas Press in particular,.
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undertook the onerous task of editing this work
with ¢the help of this single manuscript that
was alone available. We feel proud in having
unearthed this work and brought it to light and
we eagerly look forward to the completion of all
the six dissertations when we might turn back
with pleasure on the acquisition of a real master-
piece,

J. K. JBalasubrakmanyam.
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